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 Issue 2: May 2015 

Welcome from 
Lynsey Tod,  
Chair of the MCLP 
Trust Board 
 
The Montsaye Community Learning Partnership is a 

collaboration of 8 schools with a history of working 

together to serve the local community. 

Academic leadership of the MCLP schools is 

conducted through the actions of the head teachers 

and local governing bodies, and many of the day-to-

day decisions are delegated to them, with the Trust 

Board being ultimately responsible, and accountable 

to the Government, for the success of the schools and 

their students. 

The MCLP newsletter is a great opportunity to 

celebrate, and inform the community of, some of the 

innovative and imaginative activities that go on in our 

schools, both collaboratively and individually. This 

edition represents just the ótip of the icebergô, and we 

look forward to sharing more of the MCLP studentsô 

great learning opportunities in future editions. 
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Great fun was had by students across the MCLP on World Book Day 

on Thursday 5th March, with teachers and children at many schools 

dressed as characters from their favourite books, collecting money for 

the Bliss Baby Charity.  

Lots of informal conversations about books 

sprung up all over the MCLP, as staff and 

students discussed the books to which they 

were connected. Each of the 52 form 

groups at Montsaye Academy selected a 

favourite book as the basis for their 

costumes, and the staff briefing was 

attended by a wonderful variety of characters, 

including The Scarecrow from the Wizard of 

Oz (Mr Roberts), Alice in Wonderland (what a 

good sport, Mr Wiggins!), the Cowardly Lion 

(Mrs Gowan had some funny looks on her 

daily commute!) and Marvel Comics super 

heroes. Some tutor groups were highly 

imaginative: Mrs Backhouseôs form donned 

flag-adorned head gear to represent the 

atlas, and Mr Conwayôs form selected the 

dictionary, with each student designing and 

wearing a t- shirt with their definition of a 

word associated with their interests.  

Montsayeôs World Book Day Quiz was 

more popular than ever, with more than ten 

teams made up of students of all ages 

competing.  

Children in World Book Day costumes from Havelock 
Junior School, Loatlands Primary School, Rothwell Junior 
School, Wilbarston CofE Primary School, Havelock Infant 

School and Rushton Primary  School. 

RJS and RVISô óBooks for 
Africaô collection 
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Students in costume from Key Stages 3, 

4 & 5, led by Mr Nunney from Montsayeôs 

English Department, toured the MCLP 

primary schools, reading extracts from 

some of the books that have inspired 

them, and at Rushton Primary School, 

Year 6 children paired up to share books 

with, and read to, Year 1 and Reception 

children, who were completely 

entranced by the older children!  

Posters displayed throughout the 

MCLP, allowed teachers and students 

to share details of their current reading 

material, prompting even more discussion 

about books, both with children and 

between members of staff. 

And as a way of extending World Book Day beyond the MCLP, 

Rothwell Junior School and Rothwell Victoria Infant School collected  

previously loved books for their óBooks for Africaô collection. 
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Ann Davey 
Havelock Infant School 
 
My teaching career began at Stilton Primary 

School in Cambridgeshire, followed by 7 years 

at Thrapston Primary School where, in addition 

to classroom teaching, I was SENCO, Literacy 

Coordinator and Assistant Head.  After 4 years 

as teaching head at a Trinity Lower School in 

Aldwincle I moved to Havelock Infant School 

as Head Teacher and Local Leader of Education.   

  

I come from an extremely creative family; one of my brothers is 

musical director of a theatre in Toronto, Canada and the other a 

saxophone player in London, my Mum is an artist, and I play the 

flute.  

Jason Cumming 

Montsaye Academy 

 

The first person in my family to attend university, I 

graduated from Lancaster in 1993 with a degree 

in English and Communication Studies, and in 

1994 from Loughborough where I completed a 

Secondary English PGCE. 

Before joining Montsaye I worked for 8 years in 

two very different schools in Leicestershire - a 

school in challenging circumstances in the city 

and the highest achieving school in the county - 

and held various leadership posts. This 

experience gave me a good grounding in how to 

motivate a broad range of students from a broad range of 

backgrounds. 

I joined Montsaye as an Assistant Head Teacher in January 

2003, and can remember in the interview making a 

commitment to stay for 5 years. I guess the fact that I am 

still here 12 years later says something about what a great 

school it is. 

I feel immensely privileged to have taken over the role of 

Principal and to steer Montsaye through the next phase of 

its evolution. 

Kier Dicken 
Havelock Junior 
School 
 
Having grown up in Northwich, 

Cheshire, I trained at the 

University of Nottingham, and 

taught for 2 years at  Crosshall 

Junior School, St Neots before 

moving to Exeter Junior School 

in Corby, where I taught for a further 4 years. I came 

to Havelock Junior School 10 years ago, first as 

Assistant Head, then Deputy Head and I am currently 

the Acting Head. 

As a lifelong Manchester United supporter and father 

of three boys, football has played a key part in my 

life: I have been a qualified youth football coach for 

more than 10 years and currently manage the Under 

12s at Harborough Town FC.  
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Ashley Izzard 

Loatlands Primary School 

 

As the Head of Loatlands Primary School, my 

particular interests are in Assessment, SEN, 

Maths and ICT.  Prior to headship I led the 

development of teaching and learning in my role 

as Deputy Head.   

 

Before joining Loatlands in 2010 I was an 

Outstanding Primary Practitioner for the Local 

Authority Learning Achievement and School 

Improvement Service, supporting a school in 

special measures by coaching staff  and working 

as part of the senior management team to lead 

improvements in ICT, teaching and reading.   

 

Prior to this role I taught in Devon - during which 

time I gained experience of working in a notice to 

improve school - for three years in a school in 

Northampton as part of the 

team that helped the school 

gain and maintain outstanding 

status and, during my NQT 

year, at a school in Leicester. 

 

I once filmed a news report in 

Edinburgh with a journalist from 

the news network CNN! 


